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April 8, 2020 
 
 
Dear Staff, Parents, Guardians and Community Members, 
 
As we embrace the holiday season, during these unique times in our lives, I can’t help but reflect on how 
grateful I am to be a member of the New Providence Community.  What I have witnessed, and what has been 
exemplified over the past four weeks, reminds me of two community mantras, “Nice Place, Nice People” and 
“Dedicated to Excellence.”  The communication, collaboration, creativity, learning, acts of kindness, friendship, 
and respect for one another during this difficult time embodies the sentiment of these mantras that were 
trademarked by our founding community members.  You can discern and capture these sentiments on a daily 
basis in school or downtown, but they’re more epitomized during the challenging times that we are facing.     
 
Although we cannot gather and celebrate together, I hope that you are embracing the time that you have with 
your family.  Over the past decade, I have observed our lives develop into more work, more tasks and more 
responsibilities, providing less time with our immediate family, and less time to connect with extended family and 
friends.  Let’s take the initiative, now that we have settled in, to fulfill the wishes that have often been promised 
to our colleagues, friends and family.  Don’t allow habits of the past impact the opportunity that is before us.  Be 
inspired by the moment, and take advantage of the time we have to engage in the activities, hobbies, games, 
and conversations that will make you truly feel joy, happiness, and fulfillment.  
 
Earlier this week, a good friend wrote to me and shared a thoughtful sentiment.  His message was concise, 
meaningful, and filled with joy: “Solidarity is built through actions, even small and simple actions that remind us 
that we need each other.  Years from now, we will look back and remember the lessons of this time.  May our 
forced time together see us pivoting, not panicking.  May we use this time to embrace the forced simplicity of our 
lives, interacting deeper with our families, reading books, playing musical instruments, and embracing new skills 
and spending time to enhance old ones.” Frank Allocco, NPHS Alumni 1971. 
 
I echo Frank’s sentiments, as we have endeavored to embrace this challenge of transitioning our schools to an 
online learning environment.  I have enjoyed learning new technologies to communicate, embracing a new 
workflow, having more time to read and write, while spending precious moments with my family that would not 
have otherwise occurred.  Now, when this is over, my family and I may avoid each other for the next couple of 
months, but the memories and bonds created will last forever.  I hope that you enjoy your break with your family, 
and find time to fulfill your promises to yourself and others. 
 
Be Well! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
DAVID M. MICELI, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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